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COMMISSIONERS CORNER 
Sandusky County, Ohio  June 2023 

 

Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur and her aid, David Zavac met with the Commissioners at the Regional County Airport in early 

May.  She was here to view the location of the airport and the location of the East State Street building.  She also wanted to 

see if there was funding available to help with infrastructure by the airport and for the renovation of the building. 

 

Pictured:  David Zavac, Commissioner Zimmerman, Commissioner Schwochow, Marcy Kaptur, Theresa Garcia, Commissioner Miller, Michael    Russell and 

Ron Hiser. 

Congresswoman Kaptur discussed her thoughts on rural 

communities with the Commissioners and the Airport 

Board. 

She shared that she is very interested in nuclear power, 

the sugar plant in Fremont, and her passion for Ohio tak-

ing care of Northern Ohio and collaborating with Canada 

due to our close proximity to each other.  Clean water is 

also very important to the Congresswoman. 

She gave many suggestions on available funding for pro-

jects. 

Congresswoman Kaptur proudly represents Ohioôs Ninth 

Congressional District  She is currently the longest serv-

ing woman in the history of Congress and ranks among 

the most senior Members of the 118th Congress. 

Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur with the Airport Authority board members and 

Life Flight Supervisor. 
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April was Child Abuse Prevention Month.  The Department of Job & Family Services pinwheel display is shown 

below.  Each pinwheel represents a child assisted through an investigation in Sandusky County in 2022 in an 

attempt to provide them with a safe and stable home.  A total of 654 children were assisted.   

DEPT OF JOB & FAMILY SERVICES 

PINWHEEL PREVENTION 
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»ƠĬĖŖŭĖƵ FšĬĖƵŖŷŭ ¤ĿĿŖĖŖúšƥ {ĬĬĢĬĢ 

The Board of Elections is seeking Precinct Elections Offi-

cials for two upcoming elections this year.   

A statewide Special Election for a proposed constitutional 

amendment will be held on August 8, 2023. 

The General Election will be held on November 7, 2023. 

County employees who serve as an election official on 

Election Day will receive their regular pay (without using 

vacation or sick time) and are paid $125.00 plus $15.00 for 

training. 

Employees must have approval from their department head 

to participate. 

If interested, please contact the Board Office at 419-334-

6180 or 419-334-6182. 
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ÅƵúƵĬǐŖĢĬ ÅƌĬĖŖúš FšĬĖƵŖŷŭ         
 

MONDAY, JULY 10TH:  Deadline for voter   

registration / address changes. 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 11TH:  Absentee ballots   

requested by mail will begin being sent. 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 11TH:  Early, in-person voting 

begins and will run through Sunday, August 

6th at 5:00 pm (see Board of Elections website 

for a complete listing of extended  voting hours). 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8TH:  Election Day voting 

at the polls from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm. 
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2023 EMS PROMOTIONAL & RETIREMENT CEREMONY 

Congratulations to Earl Townsend and Kirk Hunker,  who together, have dedicated an  impressive 50 plus years 

serving the needs of Sandusky County residents.  Your commitment to saving lives and serving others is com-

mendable. 

Pictured left to right:  Jeff Jackson, Earl Townsend, Kelly Stoudinger, Kimberly DeVos, Brittany Dewyre, Amanda McGinnis, Michael McGinnis, 

and Kirk Hunker.  

The promotions of Kelly Stoudinger, Brittany Dewyre and Kimberly 

DeVos marks a milestone in Sandusky County EMS.  This is the first 

time three females have held all three supervisory roles within 

Sandusky County EMS.  

Assistant Chief, Michael 

McGinnis being pinned by 

Captain Amanda McGinnis. 
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FIRST  I.G.N.I.T.E.  GRADUATION 
Thursday, May 11, 2023, was a historic day for the 

Sandusky County Sheriffôs Office when Sheriff Chris 

Hilton hosted the countyôs first-ever I.G.N.I.T.E. 

(Inmate Growth Naturally and Intentionally Through 

Education) graduation ceremony.  A total of 17 gradu-

ated, 12 men and 5 women. 
 

For decades, county inmates faced the same fate:  

incarceration and release with no foundational re-

sources for future success.  Thanks to the IGNITE 

program, they can leave equipped with the knowledge 

and skills to avoid future mistakes and recidivism.   
 

This voluntary program utilizes a merit-based curricu-

lum that helps participants complete educational 

goals and connect to post-incarceration employment 

opportunities. 
 

All of the graduates had successfully completed sev-

eral classes offered through the program.  Most of 

them completed every class available. 
 

ñThis is a very big deal.  Iôm very excited,ò Hilton said.  

Next time, we hope to have 35 tor 40 graduates.ò 

ñThis isnôt just a graduation, but an acknowledgement 

of your achievements,ò Fairbanks told the graduates.  

ñYou didnôt have to do this, but you chose to.ò 

Hilton praised Fairbanksô work that culminated in the 

jailôs first IGNITE graduation.  He was overwhelmed 

by the success of the 17 inmates sitting before him, 

and he assured them his help wonôt end when they 

leave the jail. 

Credit to Sheri TrustyðThe News Messenger 

Pictured:  IGNITE graduate, Major Jody Hatfield and IGNITE 

Program Coordinator, Carlee Fairbanks. 

The programôs courses were offered through the sup-

port of local partners that included Green Bay Packag-

ing, Local Ironworker 55, Croghan Colonial Bank, Cor-

porate Anointing Ministries, Great Lakes Community 

Action Partnership, Compass Church of Castailia and 

Beacon Behavioral Health. 

Several IGNITE graduates spoke during the ceremony  

expressing their appreciation for  this opportunity and 

shared how these courses have helped them be better 

prepared going forward. 

Hilton describes the IGNITE program as a ñculture 

changeò in the jail.  He thanked the graduates for 

choosing to join the IGNITE program, which will have 

an impact outside the jail as well. 

Much of the programôs 

success was due to the 

efforts of IGNITE Program 

Coordinator, Carlee Fair-

banks,  who said she ini-

tially questioned her ability 

to lead the program.  Sev-

enteen changed lives are 

proof of Fairbanksô suc-

cess. 

Congratulations to Sgt. Steve Gilkerson who was awarded 

The 2022 Drug Interdiction Award from the Sandusky 

County Drug Task Force. 
 

On May 19th, Sgt. Gilkerson and Raider also passed their 

yearly certification with flying colors.  Thanks to their dedi-

cation, the K-9 program is going strong. 

�.�8�'�2�6���7�2���6�*�7���*�,�/�.�(�5�6�2�1������������������
�:�2�2�'�9�,�/�/�(���3�2�/�,�&�(���'�(�3�$�5�7�0�(�1�7 


